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newly founded Polish Socialist Party, the " P.P.S. " But
his romantic and adventurous spirit could not content
itself merely with party work. He created fighting units,
called Bojowki, whose chief object was literally to fight
for funds for the new movement. Russian railway trains
carrying government funds were held up in the true Middle
West manner, attacked and robbed. The loot wTas dis-
tributed amongst the various centres of the Socialist move-
ment. Members of the party who fell into the hands of
the Russian police and wrere imprisoned were liberated in
the most courageous fashion. The Bojowki performed all
kinds of unlawful and highly dangerous feats. It was a
romance of physical adventure. But Pilsudski's chief aim
was the enlightenment of the people.
The only possible medium for the accomplishment of
that was a newspaper, that should be circulated from
hand to hand, if necessary illegally. It had to be both
Socialist and Nationalist. The production of Robotrdk (The
Worker) was as romantic as it was heroic. It had to be
done in secret. Pilsudski was not only chief editor but
also printer and distributor. Robotrdk was printed on
a small hand-press in Pilsudski's private flat in Lodz,
with the help of his wife. Each night the printing-press
was taken down and concealed in different pieces of furni-
ture ; the printed sheets were cut, piece by piece ; the
completed numbers were smuggled out through guarded
railway stations, from one town to another. For years the
Russian police sought the owners of this very influential
newspaper, but it was not until 1901 that they discovered
Pilsudski's flata and arrested both him and his wife. Both
were sent to prison.
Meanwhile Pilsudski had become the leading spirit of
the Socialist Party, which could hardly afford to lose him
for any length of time. An elaborate, uncanny plan was
formed to liberate him. As it would be easier to free him
from an asylum than from a prison, Pilsudski was to simulate
madness in order to be transferred to a lunatic asylum.